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fessions, love stories, family slicks; and there were even 







serial novel entitled Ralph 124 C4 7+ in ’ 


the novels of Wells^ Verne, Burroughs, and others. The 

were mad scientists with beautiful daughters who must 


None of that seemed to matter. The importance of the 

considered pollution, energy crises, radiation poison- 


phetic intent: "Extravagant fiction today... Cold fact 


of the time showed noble heroes and beauteous 


back in the old science and gadget magazines Gerns- 
back had published for hobbyists and engineers. 







every detail to the original design. With that back- 
descriptions of gadgets found in the stories and devel- 


covers according to the patterns of fiction. (Gernsback 




clearly dominated the field. He set the general style, 
could hope to equal. When Hugo Gernsback gave 



In fact, when the first World Science Fiction Convention 
met in New York City in 1939, Frank R. Paul was the 

authors. Thisiriby'te has rarely-been given to any 


Paul has often been accused of being unable to draw 
human figures and faces well, and most of his science- 


zine published by Gernsback. His work seemed even 


The clothes of the .men are often right from the popular 
idea of what an engineer in the field might wear, from 
boots to bush jackets.. Yet I have seen a few later paint¬ 
ings by Paul that show considerable skill at portraiture,- 
and in some of the covers (as in the August 1929 Science 
Wonder Stories cover reproduced in this book), the 
human heads were no more stylized than the ones on 

the center of interest, were executed with great care and 
skill and with a surprising variety of imagination. 


did the covers for the various Gernsback magazines; he 


photographs, indicated how well he could depict faces 

















































































































































idea that there was a race of “deros" living far down 


were more than replaced by a different type of reader. 


purchased by Street & Smith Publications—one of the 
back on the stands with the October 1933 issue. But 

fictional. Then suddenly, with the first issue of 1934, 


The stories rapidly developed a blend of science and 




Campbell replaced him as editor in 1938. Campbell 
first story appeared in 1930, when he was still in 

December 1934 cover illustrates one of Campbell’s 
spaceship and anew source of power by tapping the 
another space, where men are fighting devilish creatures 

space to destroy the enemy world. It’s hard science 







magazine. He passed on much of his skill to the regular 

Campbell's early days as an editor. 

were almost too smoothly curved; engineering had to 


Hubert Rogers did the majority of the covers while 




symbolic. Many made no attempt to illustrate the 

readers had so long accepted. Many of the older 
were happy with the change. One such cover was that 




Frank Kelly Freas began illustrating for Astounding near 
3 and September 1954) symbolize the stories 


strictly representational. 







































































on the cover of the July 1940 Astounding Scfen> 








could not be done. Even as late as 1956, people ex- 


der had not faded in the slightest with time. 
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17 Cover by Frank R. Paul for July 1934 WONDER STORIES 










































SEVEN GREAT STORIES-nil Complete 


World x 
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Women 


Madness 
On Luna 
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26 Back cover by Frank R. Paul for March 1941 AMAZING STORIES 
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LESTER DEL REY has been a leading science-fiction author, editor, critic, andcbnsultantfor almost 


In 1967, Mr. del Rey was the Guest of.-Honor atthe.25th Annual World Science FictiorrConvention. S 




‘H critics of science-fictjon artists as well 


'His most recent book is The Early del Rey, a Science Fiction Book Club Selection. 






